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From: T Devereaux 
Sent: Thursday, December 05, 2019 3:21 PM
To: Planning and Development Services
Subject: Drag Racing at Nymph Falls

To the CVRD Directors, 

I am aware that there is an application by a property owner to use property near Nymph Falls as a 
location for drag racing.  The notion seems preposterous, however, I have heard the noise while 
recreating in the area.   I implore the Regional District to deny the application.  I have lived in the 
Comox Valley for 24 years and have visited the park several times a year in each season to reap the 
benefits of the outdoors.  I also bring my family, and extended family and friends (from out of town) 
to the park. They are astonished to hear that an application for drag racing is being reviewed and is 
considered viable.  The impacts on the environment are at odds with the current community focus on 
caring for our natural habitat.  The noise will directly impact the park visitors who are trying to 
engage in healthy outdoor pursuits in the pristine landscape.  We walk, run, and ride bikes on the 
trails nearby.  We swim, kayak, paddleboard, and fish in the river.  We have attended wedding 
ceremonies for our friends at the falls.  Our experiences are tarnished, and frankly we leave the area, 
when there is drag racing noise.  Of course, there is additional environmental degradation associated 
with drag events such as racing tire micro-plastics being shed and the excessive burning of 
fuel.  Please entirely deny the application in order to respect the natural habitat and allow 
generations of people to experience one the treasures of the Comox Valley.  

Teresa Devereaux 

2394 Cooper Pl 

Courtenay 

B. Labute
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Ton Trieu 

Tuesday, November 12, 2019 8:36 AM 

Brianne Labute 

Jake Martens; Sylvia Stephens 

FW: Please Protect Nymph Falls 

On Nov 12, 2019, at 8:09 AM, shanyn simcoe 

Dear Directors Arbour, Hamir, Grieve. 

B. Labute

wrote: 

I just became aware that the CVRD is considering allowing a property beside Nymph Falls Natme Park to hold 
drag car events. The CVRD rep01t from October 28th that reviews the tempora1y use permit neglects growing 
concerns of the impact of carbon emissions on climate, wildlife and health. A recent aiticle in the Comox 
Valley Record indicates that the new chair of the CVRD Board, Jesse Ketler, recognizes this stating "When it 
comes to the climate crisis, I would like see us act with urgency". Approving drag cai· events would be 
discordant with the CVRD's stated position on the climate crisis. 

I am concerned about the negative impact of noise and air pollution on the wildlife in the ai·ea and on those 
visiting the nature paik The two pmposes, nature park and drag strip, seem at significant odds. Perhaps the car 
enthusiasts could anange to use the established resources at the Saratoga speedway or in another area that is not 
set aside specifically for the enjoyment of nature. 

Regards, 

Shanyn Simcoe 
Comtenay, BC 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Importance: 

From: 

Sent: November 12, 2019 8:37 AM 

Ton Trieu 

Tuesday, November 12, 2019 8:37 AM 

Jake Martens; Brianne Labute 

Sylvia Stephens 

FW: Dragstrip at Nymph Falls??!!!! 

High 

To: reachme@danielarbour.ca; arzeenahamir@shaw.ca; edwingrieve@shaw.ca 

Cc: Russell Dyson <rdyson@comoxvalleyrd.ca>; Ton Trieu <ttrieu@comoxvalleyrd.ca> 

Subject: Dragstrip at Nymph Falls??!!!! 

Importance: High 

B. Labute

Are you kidding me!? I can't believe that the directors would actually think that this is a good idea and will have no 

impact on the wildlife, the water, the environment, and our enjoyment of that wonderful park. I'm a cyclist and have 

biked past Nymph Falls on a sunny day and it's an unsafe ride because of all the cars on the road. I can't imagine what it 

would be like if you added the spectators for the drag racing. 

I have been in the park when they were dragging. First off, couldn't understand what I was hearing. Possibly because I 

couldn't believe that anyone would make that kind of noise so close to the park. When I finally figured it out, I was 

shocked. I actually left the park because it was so loud and disruptive and I was so angry. 

And now I find out that you are seriously considering allowing this to happen on a regular basis ... "temporary" ... I call BS! 

You have been presented with irrefutable reasons (proof) why this is such a harmful activity in this location. And you 

have a Comox Valley Regional Growth Strategy that is in direct opposition to this type of activity near a nature park. How 

can you say you value ecosystems, natural areas and parks, public health and safety, and concern for the worsening 

climate crisis? 

You should know that I live in Comox - so not a neighbouring resident who might have a vested interest in stopping this 

permit - and I love and want to protect this valley. Isn't that your mandate as well? 

If there's any other action I can take to stop this from passing, please let me know the recourse and I'll get on it before 

your vote on December 9, 2019. 

Please copy the new chair Jesse Ketler on my email. It's important to me that he's aware of my strong concerns and 

opposition. 

Thank you. 

Lisette Colbert 
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fuel that this introduces into the environment. It is my understanding that turbine aircraft taking 
off would create more hydrocarbons than the test and  tune would create over their season.  If 
this is the case we would be in support of the test and tunes. 

M Donaldson   
4629 Kilmarnock Dr. 
Sent from my iPad 
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Also as a hiker, biker, trail runner, and an outdoor enthusiast, who uses the Nymph Falls / 
Forbidden Plateau trails regularly, not once over the weekend did I think that any parkland, 
property, buildings, or people, were in any way in jeopardy of damage or injury.  In regards to 
the noise, I find that those who run the trails with their music playing loudly, much more invasive 
and annoying than I would ever find the temporary sound of the drag race cars. I certainly 
wouldn’t tell the music runner that they couldn’t use the trails just because of their noise.  From 
a garbage and waste standpoint, I can assure the CVRD that the Smit Field property, and 
anything closely physically connected with it, is completely void of any litter and/or garbage from 
the weekend. Recycling and waste is disposed of to all the proper local facilities. This is much 
more than I can say in regards to the Nymph Falls public trials. “Go” cups, dog waste bags, and 
tissues can always be seen tossed into the forest.  Again, I wouldn’t consider telling those dog 
walkers that they cannot use the trails because of their dogs waste. 
 
 
I would encourage CVRD to approve the temporary usage permit and allow The VanIsle Air 
Field Society to proceed with safe, friendly, and charitable, test and tune events. 
 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
 
Raida Bolton 
1835 Geraldine Road 
Courtenay, BC 
V9J 1Y3 
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responsible for our liability insurances from the start. They spoke with the CVRD and they agreed the activities were in 
compliance with the noise bylaw requirements. They also forewarned of the scheduled activities to neighbourhood 
residents repeatedly. They explained (2016) they may be paving the runway for drag car purposes. Not open to public, 
just private invitation. There was no objections. So a membership was formed, and tuned in on a green light! 

Some of the NIMBY land owners proceeded to warrant a dispute, mocking a red light, and falsely stating their own story 
and raced to the media and report “drag racing” in full effect…”lets put the brakes on drag racing” the articles in the 
local newspaper and petition to change.org . When the media was told the other side of the story. The published article 
was removed as the truth was out of context….the truth was published as an “update”, and remains published. 

We all know noise is a fact of life, particularly when living by a airfield…which is permitted to make noise…it is zoned for 
that purpose. Everyone knows that If you choose to live in the area of a airfield….you have accepted that it is going to be 
noisy …an acceptable factor that comes with the territory …fortunately it is not a daily happening as with the likes of 
Courtenay Air Park, CFB Comox Airport which freely make noises all hours of the day and night, tuning their 
engines…burning gazillions of gallons of fuel, to keep the federal budget up. Use it or loose it…..not to mention 
snowbirds annoyingly buzzing each spring, F18’s visits blasting the sky’s without notice…..get the point? But that’s 
ok…because it federal…Hmmm…Yes Smit Airfield private federal airstrip, and yes it can be open to the public, 
commercial, advertised, and a become a very active airstrip if the land owner chose to ….and yes it could legally have a 
bigger plan….It could be a lot worse. 

So realistically 6 days of the year at most…..temporarily ….each car would be lucky to burn more than 5‐10 gallons of 
clean burning fuels per day. By comparison, is not a huge environmental impact. Right? 

In following the neighbourhood NIMBY’s letters, petitions and published untruths. Attempts at setting forth a picture of 
lawbreaking gangster rebels, bulling and threatening the neighbourhood. All the out of context concerns, the 
exaggerated speculations, and blowing the truth out of the matter of what was really intended, was and is way out of 
proportion. This is not a “race track, nor a “speedway” with “thousands of spectators invited” …there is no “smoke n 
mirrors, commercial enterprises, Sponsors, money being pocketed, advertising, promoting, or have any bigger or 
permanent plans” than what ever have said we’re doing…we have clarified in writing to the CVRD what we are 
doing…small club …temporary measure. THAT IS ALL. 

A raised eyebrow is upon the NIMBYs ….a couple of very neighbourly letters in support of the test and tune activity, has 
also been published. Expressing witness to a very small minority of unsupportive land owners that, are and have been, 
ongoing loud voiced chronic naysayers over the years. That they are against nearly everything that happens in the area, 
even when its for the positive in helping to rectify problem situations. Surely this small group of negative, 
neighbourhood group, have gone out of there way to taunt, provoke, initiate, daunt, and put their point out there in a 
less than neighbourly fashion….there are two sides to the street, and we do beg to differ… their truth has not been 
presented properly. Within the context of a few submitted negative impact letters, there is no noise conflict with in the 
zoning….The rest is pretty easy to read between the lines. 

We all wish to get along, and be able to tolerate a little of each other in a positive respectable manner. 

Thanks to Danny and Kevin for getting the truth be heard, and being the good neighbour and taking the time to fully 
explain to everyone, the CVRD and the public the truth of the matter. We know the vast majority of them do appreciate 
what you have done and continue to do for everyone. 

Thank you George for taking the time to interview and collect facts and publish a much needed proper and informative 
article with values to all perspectives and persons involved in regards to test and tune activities at Smit Airfield, and the 
ability for all to share their comments! 

WE CONTINUE TO FULLY SUPPORT 
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VANCOUVER ISLAND AIRFIELD SOCIETY TEST AND TUNE AT SMIT AIRFIELD 













December 4, 2019 

2566 Cathy Crescent  

Courtenay, BC V9N 7G2 

Comox Valley Regional District 

Directors 

Dear sirs/madams; 

As a Comox Valley resident for the past 31 years and an “outdoors person”, I disagree with the proposed 

use of land near Nymph Falls Park for a drag racing site. Excessive noise such as produced in drag racing 

will cause the resident wildlife to leave the area or at the very least, be very stressed. In these times of 

climate change and other pressures such as habitat loss, being put upon our birdlife and mammals, 

using the land in the way proposed is ridiculous and totally unnecessary. There are other more suitable 

places for setting up a drag racing venue. Over and above that reason for not locating the drag racing 

site there, I feel drag racing is a pointless use of fossil fuels producing copious amounts of carbon dioxide 

into the atmosphere. Please do not approve the use of the land near Nymph Falls for a drag racing 

venue.  

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Maye Davis 

3120-20 / TUP 3C 19
B. Labute
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I would encourage CVRD to approve the temporary usage permit and allow The VanIsle Air Field Society to 
proceed with safe, friendly, and charitable, test and tune events. 
 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
 
Raida Bolton 
1835 Geraldine Road 
Courtenay, BC 
V9J 1Y3 
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